A VERY BIG LIFE

Er-r-' Daniel Gasmer

STEPHANEE
GROSSCUP

Stephunee Grosscup started skating at age nine in the iconic outdeor rink in Sun Valley,
Tduho. Until her mid-teens she trained diligently for amateur competition, but in her lue
teens she veersd precociously off the conventional path and begun an unuosoally wide-
runging and prolific cureer as a professional performer, teucher, cosch, and choreographer.

For over two decudes Stephanee was a soloist in the Sun Valley summer ice shows. She
performed for 25 years with companies including Disney On lee, Iee Follies, and Holiday
um e und she appeared in mude-for-TV movies such us “Cuarmen on Iee” and “Champions
on lee” In the early B0s Stephance also spent twe yeurs performing in cabaret-style shows
in Mew York, which camed her a rare appearunce skating {on synthetic ice) on the stage of
“Lute Night with Dravid Letterman.”

As a coach, Stephunee hus helped muny students w successes at the ULS. National
Chumpionships. Her longtime student Erin Reed, now 4 veterun professional skating coach
and performer herself, said, “'Stephunes has a contagious, youthful energy. As a coach, cho-
reographer, mentor and friend, she has inspired me and many others e push our limits, both
competitively and artistically. I'm forever pruteful for ber guidance, which has encouraged
my continued bove of skuting.™

As o choreographer, Stephance has created works for Olympians and national cham-
plons such as Nathan Chen, us well
as pumerous top professionals. She
was a member of the Emmy Awand-
winning team that created the Opening
Ceremeny for the 2002 Sualt Lake
City Olympics. She alse worked for
Volkswagen in Wolfsburg, Germany,
producing over 45 picces annually

-

! for five scasons. Muore recently, she
\ completed her fourth season choreo-
‘-\ gruphing the renowned Sun Valley

Summer loe Show.
ﬁ In 1988, Stcphance met the then-
L4y choreoprupher of lee Theatre of New
York, Rob McBrien, and Foumder,
Mouoira Morth, who invited her w begin
perfurming with the company. It was o
junciure that chunged her life forever.
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“I hud ulready had a full career,” she recalled, “but meeting
Ruob showed me that ensemble skating could be more than a
chorus lime; it could have 4 meaningful storyline with recurring
churacters.”

“T have no ides where life would have tuken me without Tee
Theutre"s community of beautiful, talented athlete-antists whom
I hold near and dear w my heart. They shaped who 1 am, and I'm
immensely gruteful. Something is missing in my life when I'm
nd arowmad them."”

Stephanee fecls o srong spirimal stiunement with the natw-
rul world and exudes a joyful, childlike sense of wonder. “I'm
s0 pratefnl,” she said, “for the ongoing beantiful, mind-boggling
flow in my career.”

She is also deeply philosophical sbout the creative process.
“1 get pussessed by an idea or piece of music and let myself be
achannel for un energy that's greater than myself,” she said. “Tt
alwuys astounds me, und there’s no stopping it when it starts.”

Dear Stephanee,

To a great talent!

Thanks for all the

Sun Valley memories.

Love,

Sonya and Greg

Dear Violet & Kenny,

So happy my NY friends
are being honored.

Well-deserved!

Love,
Sonya




